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From the President:  As you know, we are an independent non-profit group but I 
wanted to point out that neither the board members nor our volunteers receive 
compensation of any kind.  And, contrary to common belief, we receive no funding from the 

county or any national animal organization support.  We are truly local and rely on donations 
and grants for programs to help prevent pet overpopulation in Greene County.  Among 
those programs, we are very pleased to announce that the 11,000th cat was neutered at 
our October spay/neuter (S/N) clinic.  Pictured at the right with his caretaker, #11,000 
may not look happy but he is one of the lucky ones who will have a much better quality 
of life than before!  We are looking forward to a productive 2026 and, with your support, 
we can keep our pet food pantry full and continue to help county residents with their 
animals.  ……Cindie McCulloch

 
   
   

Senate Bill 252 was recently introduced in Ohio.  If passed, Ohio could join five other states and the District 
of Columbia to ban the practice of declawing cats unless medically necessary.  Declawing isn’t just a nail trim 
– it’s literally cutting off the first knuckle of a cat’s paw.  If the bill passes, violators would face fines starting at 
$1,000 and going up to $2,500 for multiple offenses. 
 
On the subject of cats, did you know they have amazing hearing?  Cats have 32 muscles in each of their outer 
ears compared to our six.  This allows them to swivel and rotate their ears, separately, up to 180 degrees and 
pick up on the origin of even the faintest noises. Dogs also have much more sensitive hearing than humans 
and can hear sounds four times farther away than we can.  The ears of dogs are controlled by up to 18 muscles 
and they can tilt and rotate them to funnel the sound and pinpoint its exact location.  Of interest, though, is 
the fact that puppies are born deaf and their ear canals don’t begin to open until around 2-3 weeks of age.  
Kittens are also born deaf and their ears will open around the first to second week of life.  Hearing in both 
improves over the next few weeks and once it does, becomes far superior to humans.  

11,000th Cat

Why Spay/Neuter?  There are significant health benefits to both cats and dogs including cancer and infection 
prevention, as well as behavioral improvements such as roaming and, in the case of male cats, spraying.  
Preventing pet overpopulation also lessens the strain on animal shelters and helps to avoid the many hardships 
stray animals endure.  S/N also increases life expectancy by up to five years due to the prevention of certain 
diseases and other risks such as aggression in males who will often fight with other males.   In females, it 
eliminates the heat cycle.  And, when you think about the number of animals in shelters, the reality is that not 
all of them will find a home, so please S/N your pets and, if you are looking for dog or cat to join your family, 
consider adopting rather than shopping.

Chunk

Speaking of adoption, there are many stories about someone who paid money to adopt a 
pet online only to discover they had been scammed and the puppy or dog they wanted 
wasn’t even available.  If you want to add a pet to your family, visit the Greene County 
Animal Shelter and spend time with Chunk or any of the other dogs and cats that are 
waiting for their forever home.  The shelter staff can help you find the one that’s right for 
you and you can spend some quiet time with them before making a final decision.  Just 
remember that the shelter can be a stressful environment for many of these animals and it 
may take a little time for your adopted cat or dog to get comfortable in a new home.  
There are many other good pets available at the shelter (see the back page) and, after all, 
“Rescued” is the best breed there is!!
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Holiday Treats:  It can be hard to resist those big eyes begging for treats at the dinner table but while some 
human food is safe, others may be toxic to your pet.  The acceptable list of foods include eggs, turkey, chicken 
(no bones) green beans, carrots, oatmeal, salmon, peas, pumpkin and apples.  The NO list is candy, chocolate, 
walnuts, garlic, grapes, coffee, soft drinks, avocados, raisins and sugar-free candy/food.  Also, most adult cats, 
as well as dogs, are lactose intolerant but hard, aged cheese is lower in lactose and cottage cheese is another 
option since it is fermented and contains little lactose.  Cat Sip or almond milk is also acceptable.  Keep the 
potpourri and tinsel away from your pets, as well as poinsettias, which can cause stomach irritation if ingested.

We are honored to have been chosen to receive donations in memory of:

    Linda Hughes from Pamela Clark, Vicki Humphrey and the Sharpe family
    Susan Honeyman from Theresa Check
    Art Guyton  from Julie Malesko
    Deborah Downey from Robert Hart

Name: _____________________________  Street Address: ______________________________

City, State, ZIP: ________________________________________________________________

Annual Membership  Payment:         $25            Annual Patron:        $100                   Donation:   ____________ 

Make checks payable to: Humane Society of Greene County or HSGC   P.O. Box 51    Xenia, OH    45385 

HSGC is a 501(c)3 non profit.  All donations tax deductible.  We do not share your contact information.

    

Special thanks to The Ceasar Creek Winery for hosting a fundraising event in 
support of our two rescue donkeys, Big Wooly and Doug.  The event featured 
ring toss competitions, free hot dogs and an opportunity to meet the donkeys 
and interact with humane society volunteers.  It was a huge success and we 
appreciate everyone who attended and donated money for their care.

You can also donate securely on our web site:   humanesocietygreenecounty.com

Don’t be lonely during the holidays:  Check out the pets available for adoption at the Greene County Animal 
Shelter at 641 Dayton Xenia Road in Xenia or go to the Adoptions page at greenecountyohio.gov  You can also 
check out the Adoption Connection page on our Humanesocietygreenecounty.com website.

We appreciate donations in any form.  If you want to drop off pet food or cat litter at our office in Xenia, 187 
Bellbrook Avenue, the best time is any Saturday between 10 am and 2 pm.  For monetary donations, you can 
use the form below or just mail to our P.O. Box 51  in Xenia, 45385.   You can also go directly to our web site by 
using the QR code, below right, to make a secure donation online.  
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He’s one big boy!
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